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Background
In Annex 3, para 5, of the Esbjerg Declaration, North Sea States:

"5.1
Recognising the need for adequate measures to protect environmentally sensitive areas which are also at risk from shipping, the Ministers AGREE:

i) 
to cooperate in order to make use of the range of routeing measures available through IMO, including “areas to be avoided” and “deep water routes”;

ii) 
to actively support the work of the European Union on establishing criteria for the identification of such areas; and 

iii)
to monitor sites where routeing measures are established, in order to assess ships compliance with these measures."

To date little activity has been undertaken at a North Sea level to progress these commitments. At a global level, the IMO Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA) guidelines are currently under consideration within IMO’s Marine Environmental Protection Committee. 

Action requested
CONSSO is invited to

- consider and agree on adequate measures to protect environmentally sensitive areas which are also at risk from shipping within the North Sea and thus to progress the commitments given in the Esbjerg Declaration Annex 3 paragraph 5.

- take concerted action within the IMO to ensure that consideration of the PSSA guidelines results in the development of improved methods for the development of adequate measures to protect environmentally sensitive areas which are also at risk from shipping.

