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Background

1. The decision whether to open the waters around the Lofoten archipelago in northern Norway for oil
exploration is imminent. It would clearly be contrary to scientific advice to expand offshore oil activities
to this rich and sensitive area.

2. The attached letter from WWF Norway summarises WWF’s concern and position on this matter.

Action Requested

3. HOD is invited to take note of the letter from WWF Norway.
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Dear Mr Simcock,

Oil development in the Lofoten archipelago – a threat to marine biodiversity and ecosystems

WWF is writing to the OSPAR Secretariat to bring the following concerns to the attention of Heads of
Delegation (HOD) at their meeting in London from 12-13 November 2003:

The Lofoten Islands lie off the coast of northern Norway, inside the Arctic Circle and on the brink of the
Barents Sea. The Islands, voted to one of the most beautiful places in the world, are now threatened by oil
development.

The nature in Lofoten is unique and the surrounding sea is the spawning area for the last, large remaining cod
stock in the world. The Norwegian-Arctic cod spawns in February – March and supports a vital fishing
industry and thousand year old traditions. Lofoten holds the largest seabird colony in Europe, it is a nesting
area for puffin, guillemot and cormorant and the island has a strong population of sea eagles. Every autumn,
the worlds largest (in biomass) fish stock, herring, migrate into the fjords, followed by 700 orcas, feeding on
them. Most Norwegian orcas spend the winter here together with sperm whale, fin whale and seals that all are
common in the waters around Lofoten. The largest cold water coral reef in the world was discovered off the
coast of Lofoten last summer.

Any exploration for oil, and subsequent drilling, production and transportation of oil presents an enormous
risk to the environment ranging from a small local leak to a full oil spill. An oil spill in this rich yet sensitive
environment would have catastrophic consequences.

The Norwegian Pollution Agency, SFT, and the Norwegian Institute of Marine Research, IMR, both
recommend that the sea areas around Lofoten should never be opened for oil exploration, due to the
importance of the area for cod, herring and seabirds.

Mr Alan Simcock
Executive Secretary
OSPAR Commission
New Court
48 Carey Street
London
WC2A2JQ

11 November 2003



- 2 -

Before Christmas, the Norwegian Government will decide on whether to allow oil drilling in the sea around
Lofoten. WWF wants to inform OSPAR HOD that we urge the Norwegian Government to follow the
scientific recommendations and declare Lofoten an oil-free zone.

Yours sincerely
WWF-Norway

Secretary General
Rasmus Hansson Marine Conservation Officer

Maren A. Esmark


