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OSPAR CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC

MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON MARINE PROTECTED AREAS, SPECIES AND HABITATS

TAVIRA: 4-6 NOVEMBER 2003

_______________________________________________________________________________

Seamounts of the North-East Atlantic 

Presented by WWF

Background

1. Seamounts are included in the Initial OSPAR List of Threatened and/or Declining Species and Habitats, adopted by the OSPAR Commission in June 2003. The purpose of the list is to guide the OSPAR Commission in setting priorities for its further work on the conservation and protection of marine biodiversity.

2. On the way to developing management measures for seamounts, one of the next tasks will be to compile the existing knowledge on the distribution of the habitat in the OSPAR Maritime Area, its species and ecosystems as well as current and potential human activities.

3. To support this activity, WWF in the framework of the EC funded research project “OceAnic Seamounts – an Integrated Study” (OASIS, see MASH 03/2/   -E) commissioned the report attached as Annex 1
 to provide an up-to-date summary of scientific knowledge on seamount ecosystems in the North-East Atlantic, the impacts of human activities on these ecosystems and approaches to the management of seamount resources with particular reference to seamounts in the North-East Atlantic. 

4. Seamounts are raised as an example of a habitat that is known to be extensively exploited by one sector (deep-water fisheries) but for which the knowledge of habitat properties, biological communities, ecosystem structure and functioning as well as impacts of human activities in particular is scarce.

5. In view of the vulnerable nature of seamount ecosystems and their intense past and present exploitation, WWF the nature conservation organisation who as yet has launched six proposals to designate offshore seamounts and/or banks as OSPAR Marine Protected Areas
 considers seamounts (including offshore banks) as a priority for MASH when developing conservation  programmes and management measures based on the initial list. Further reference is made to BDC 03/3/11-E.
Action Requested

6. MASH is invited to examine the information provided by WWF and to consider seamounts (incl. offshore banks) among the priority habitats on the OSPAR List of Threatened and/or Declining Species and Habitats.

� A report to WWF by Susan Gubbay


� The version submitted to MASH is a final draft. The report will be launched in December 2003.


� Seamounts so far proposed for the OSPAR Network of Marine Protected Areas by WWF:


Banco Gorringe (Portuguese EEZ) � HYPERLINK http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/BancoGorringe.pdf ��http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/BancoGorringe.pdf� 


Faroe Bank (Faroe Islands EEZ): � HYPERLINK http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/GaliciaBank.pdf ��http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/FaroeBank.pdf�


Formigas Bank (Portugal/Azores EEZ): � HYPERLINK http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/GaliciaBank.pdf �� http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/FormigasBank.pdf� 


Galicia Bank (Spanish EEZ) � HYPERLINK http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/GaliciaBank.pdf ��http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/GaliciaBank.pdf� 


Josefine Bank (High Seas) � HYPERLINK http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/Josefine.pdf ��http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/Josefine.pdf�


Rockall Bank (UK and High Seas): � HYPERLINK http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/GaliciaBank.pdf �� http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/Rockall.pdf� 
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