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Cold-water corals:
fragile havens in the deep
Presented by WWF
1. Background
2. In §12 of the Bremen Statement, Ministers agreed to take immediate measures to protect cold-water coral reefs in the OSPAR Maritime Area.

3. One year after OSPAR/MMC 2003, WWF had provided a first review of progress on implementation of this important Ministerial commitment, highlighted key achievements and pointed to acute shortcomings (cf. OSPAR 04/05/06-E and OSPAR 04/05/07-E). An update of WWF‘s analysis is provided to MASH 04 under separate cover.
4. Reference is also made to the report Cold-Water Coral Reefs: Out of sight – no longer out of mind jointly published by UNEP, Ireland, Norway, United Kingdom and WWF and presented to the OSPAR Commission in OSPAR 04/05/Info.01-E. It underpins the need for additional conservation measures outlined in detailed recommendations.
5. Since the cold-water coral side event at OSPAR/MMC 2003, WWF has been producing a number of information materials to assist OSPAR and its Contracting Parties in the protection of cold-water coral reefs and other vulnerable deep sea features. The video “Protect Europe‘s coral reefs now” was complemented by a CD ROM documentation of available facts, briefings and reports as presented to the Biodiversity Committee in BDC 04/04/01-E.
6. The latest element in WWF‘s information and awareness tool-kit on cold-water coral conservation is the attached brochure Cold-water Corals – fragile havens in the deep. An electronic PDF version is available at www.wwfneap.org 
Action requested
7. MASH is invited to take note of WWF‘s coral brochure. Contracting Parties should feel free to make use of this publication in their efforts to implement §12 of the Bremen Statement.
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