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- the role of regional seas organisations

Presented by WWF

This paper presents background and serves as an invitation to WWF’s side event in the format of an expert panel on 28 June 2005 from 12.30 – 2.00 (lunch provided).
Background

1. A large portion of the OSPAR Maritime Area is beyond national jurisdiction according to the provisions of the UN Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), in terms of being located either beyond the Exclusive Economic Zones’ (EEZ – water body and related resources) or claimed continental shelf’s (seabed and related resources) delimitations.
2. The provisions of the OSPAR Convention, in particular of Annex V on the Protection and Conservation of the Ecosystems and Biological Diversity of the Maritime Area, but also most of the agreements adopted under the Convention definitely apply to those areas beyond national jurisdiction. One key example is OSPAR Recommendation 2003/3 on a Network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), the first instrument adopted under Annex V.
3. In parallel, there is a Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (RFMO), the North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC), having a specific remit to address fisheries management in areas beyond national jurisdiction and/or High Seas areas in the North-East Atlantic.
4. Both organisations, OSPAR and NEAFC, as well as their Contracting Parties, play a vital role in the global processes to progress and further develop provisions for the protection of the marine environment and conservation of marine biological diversity, such as the United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea (UNICPOLOS, most recent ICP meeting held in New York, June 2005), the follow-up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD, Johannesburg 2002) and 5th IUCN World Parks Congress (WPC, Durban, 2003) with regard to (High Seas) MPAs, as well as the Ad hoc open-ended working group on protected areas (WGPA) under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) which held its first meeting in Montecatini, Italy, from 13-17 June 2005. With regard to fisheries management and marine environment, similar deliberations at UN level are in progress in the context of FAO COFI.
5. Since the publication of the OSPAR Quality Status Report 2000 which shed light on the dramatic situation of deep-water fish stock in the North-East Atlantic, and more recently, following the adoption of the initial OSPAR List of Species and Habitats under Threat and/or Decline as well as the OSPAR MMC 2003 commitment to protect cold-water coral reefs from fishing impact, correspondence and dialogue between OSPAR and NEAFC (and the other competent fisheries authorities in the North-East Atlantic) around joint fisheries and environmental issues of concern have constantly been increasing.

6. Conceptual work on options for biodiversity conservation in areas beyond national jurisdiction is in progress at almost all levels. As an example from current OSPAR work, reference is made to document MASH 04/5/Info.4-E Scoping Study: Protection of vulnerable high seas and deep oceans biodiversity and associated oceans governance - presented by the UK. and/or MASH 04/5/Info.9-E High Seas Marine Protection – presented by the Secretariat.

7. As examples from the global CBD level, reference is made to the following pertinent documents: 

a. UNEP/CBD/WG-PA/1/2 Options for cooperation for the establishment of marine protected areas in marine areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction 

http://www.biodiv.org/doc/meetings/pa/pawg-01/official/pawg-01-02-en.pdf 

b. UNEP/CBD/WG-PA/1/INF/1 Scientific information on biodiversity in marine areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction 

http://www.biodiv.org/doc/meetings/pa/pawg-01/information/pawg-01-inf-01-en.pdf 

c. UNEP/CBD/WG-PA/1/INF/2 The International Legal Regime of the High Seas and the Seabed Beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction and Options for Cooperation for the Establishment of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in Marine Areas Beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction

http://www.biodiv.org/doc/meetings/pa/pawg-01/information/pawg-01-inf-02-en.pdf 

d. UNEP/CBD/WG-PA/1/INF/3 Case-Studies on the establishment of marine protected areas beyond national jurisdiction

http://www.biodiv.org/doc/meetings/pa/pawg-01/information/pawg-01-inf-03-en.pdf 

8. However, concrete measures to conserve biological diversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction in the OSPAR Maritime Area and elsewhere are still in their infancy. For example, see WWF press release Atlantic fisheries commission protects cold-water corals from trawling (17 Nov 2004) at http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/marine/news/news.cfm?uNewsID=16579
9. At North-East Atlantic regional level, WWF has so far actively assisted OSPAR, NEAFC and ICES in their efforts to promote and establish conservation measures in international waters, inter alia by 

a. presenting candidate sites for designation as High Seas MPAs – e.g. Josefine Bank (seamount) see http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/Josefine.pdf
b. preparing a comprehensive nomination for the first potential OSPAR MPA in areas beyond national jurisdiction under the provisions and criteria of OSPAR Recommendation 2003/3 – Rainbow Vent Field see 
http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/Submissions/OSPAR2005/Rainbow_Proposal_WWF_4May05.pdf
c. providing proposals and data evidence with regard to vulnerable deep-water habitats (coral reefs, seamounts) and scenarios for their protection from fishing impacts – see document BDC 05/05/03-E* Protection of cold-water coral reefs in the OSPAR Maritime Area- Review of progress and proposal for additional measures, including on Rockall and Hatton Bank

d. providing scientific information about the occurrence of and/or threats to such habitats and related communities in the North-East Atlantic - see

http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Projects/Reports/Seamount_Report.pdf
http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Projects/Reports/Offshore.pdf
10. In the light of this, and rather than presenting yet another document on the subject, WWF is organising a side event in the format of an expert panel at OSPAR 2005 (as outlined at Annex 1) with a view to informing the discussion on options and needs for conservation measures in areas beyond national jurisdiction in the OSPAR Maritime Area; and possible international co-operation in this respect.

11. The expert panel will take place at the Grand Hotel Malahide, Guttenberg Suite, during the lunch break of 28 June 2005 from 12.30 – 2.00 (lunch provided).

Action requested
All delegates to OSPAR 2005 are cordially invited to attend this side event which is intended to inform the discussion about OSPAR’s role for conservation in areas beyond national jurisdiction.

Annex 1
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Expert panel

Conservation in areas beyond national jurisdiction 
- the role of regional seas organisations

Malahide, Ireland, 28 June 2005

12.30 – 2.00 (lunch provided)

Chair: Dr Sian Pullen, Director, Europe & Middle-East Marine Programme, WWF International, Gland, Switzerland (based in Godalming, United Kingdom)

Participants: 

· Ms Kristina Gjerde, High Seas Policy Advisor, IUCN Global Marine Programme, Gland, Switzerland (based in Warsaw, Poland)

· Ms Charlotte Johnston, Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC), Peterborough, United Kingdom

· Dr Yoshifumi Tanaka, Marine Law and Ocean Policy Centre, National University of Ireland, Galway, Ireland

· Dr Alex Rogers, Natural Environment Research Council, British Antarctic Survey, Cambridge, United Kingdom
Main Issues: 

· State of global discussions;

· Possibilities for actions of regional seas organisations in the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR,  NEAFC); and
· Leadership of OSPAR Contracting Parties/ North-East Atlantic regional organisations to promote global progress on high seas conservation.
Programme:

· Introduction and setting the scene (S. Pullen)

· Biodiversity values at stake in areas beyond national jurisdiction (A. Rogers)

· Expert statements on main issues (K. Gjerde, C. Johnston, Y. Tanaka)

· Questions and answers (audience)

· Summing up (S. Pullen)

The panel discussion will be recorded for the purpose of producing proceedings and making them available to OSPAR MASH and/or BDC as well as for producing a WWF report.
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