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Bremen + 3 = ?
Scorecard exercise assessing the progress, since 2003, towards an ecologically coherent network of well-managed MPAs for the North-East Atlantic

Presented by WWF

This document informs OSPAR Contracting Parties about the state of the art of WWF’s second scorecard exercise evaluating governments’ performance with respect to, and progress achieved since 2003 towards the establishment of an ecologically coherent network of well-managed marine protected areas (MPAs) by 2010.

Background 
1. Reference is made to § 5.17 of the Summary Record of OSPAR 2005 and document BDC 06/3/13-E(L) by which WWF presented its approach and detailed questionnaire to assess progress on the Bremen Ministerial commitments with regard to marine protected areas (MPAs), the associated instruments such as OSPAR Recommendation 2003/3 and related programmes such as the HELCOM-OSPAR work programme on MPAs.

2. In spring 2003, WWF conducted a first baseline evaluation of OSPAR and HELCOM Contracting Parties´ performance with respect to the establishment and management of marine protected areas (of any kind). The report Do Governments Protect the Treasures of Our Seas? (OSPAR 03/4/14-E)
 was based on responses to a questionnaire distributed to WWF National Organisations and/or partner institutions co-operating with WWF on marine conservation issues. WWF emphasised that the scoring results presented in the 2003 report could only reveal trends while the factual information collated for each country was important to provide transparency and describe the point of departure for implementing the new OSPAR instruments furtheron.

3. In 2004 and 2005, WWF additionally presented interim evaluations of the status of progress on proposals for coastal and offshore MPA nominations to the OSPAR Commission (OSPAR 04/05/07-E, OSPAR 05/05/08-E)
.
4. The second comprehensive evaluation for OSPAR and HELCOM was carried out in a similar manner in spring 2006. It aimed to reflect the significant progress achieved since 2003, however, also to show the remaining gaps in the conservation of marine fauna and flora in the waters under and beyond national jurisdiction of OSPAR Contracting Parties.

5. Contrary to 2003, WWF gave Contracting Parties the opportunity to present their own views on the questions raised. Between March and June 2006, WWF National Organisations and/or partner NGOs approached the competent governmental authorities with the questionnaire concerned. In parallel, OSPAR HODs were informed about the process. The GO responses will be reflected in the final report, however they will not be used for the scoring of governments´ performance.

6. The full second scorecard report was intended to be launched on the occasion of OSPAR 2006. However, its publication had to be postponed to autumn 2006 to make the OSPAR and HELCOM sections fully consistent. Therefore, the briefing at Annex 1 is presented as a preliminary overview of the scoring results for OSPAR countries for the time being.
Action Requested
7. OSPAR is invited to consider WWF’s preliminary scoring results and conclusions vis-à-vis the Report on the status of the OSPAR Network of Marine Protected Areas at document OSPAR 06/5/5-E, and use them as complementary information where appropriate.

� Report also available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Projects/Reports/WWF_Sintra_Bremen_mpa.pdf" ��http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Projects/Reports/WWF_Sintra_Bremen_mpa.pdf� 


Scorecard at � HYPERLINK http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Projects/Reports/ScoreCard.pdf ��http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Projects/Reports/ScoreCard.pdf� 


� Briefing also available at � HYPERLINK http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/Malahide.pdf ��http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Publication/briefings/Malahide.pdf� 
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