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Climate change and ocean acidification in OSPAR
Submitted by WWF
This document invites OSPAR to consider ways in which it can incorporate climate change and ocean acidification into its work. Recommendations are provided on how best to address the impacts from rising atmospheric CO2 levels by incorporating a new Thematic Strategy into OSPAR, and how Committee work products can incorporate actions to address impacts, adaptation and mitigation.  OSPAR is invited to take WWF’s recommendations into account when discussing Climate Change.
Background

1.
Reference is made to the discussions at HOD 2006 on how to give greater emphasis to climate change, its mitigation and strategies for adaptation, and how climate change issues could be linked into OSPAR work and its monitoring assessments (OSPAR HOD(2) 06/4/1-E: Climate Change). 
2.
The OSPAR Commission meeting will address reports back from each of the Committees following their assessments of relevance of climate change to their remits. This report summarises areas of existing work currently being undertaken which the Committees believe already cover climate change, a few new areas of work to include in their work programme, and some suggested areas where climate change could have impacts their work (OSPAR 07/3/1-E).

3.
WWF are encouraged by the work being undertaken by OSPAR to better incorporate the impacts associated with a rapidly changing climate. Building on our experience and participation in several OSPAR fora, WWF appreciate the opportunity to provide input to this process. Our report and recommendations are included in Annex 1 to this document.
4. 
WWF’s background report Vulnerability Assessment of the North East Atlantic Marine Shelf Ecoregion to Climate Change is at  http://www.ngo.grida.no/wwfneap/Projects/Reports/CC_Vulnerability.pdf 
Action Requested

5.
OSPAR is requested to take WWF’s considerations and recommendations into account when discussing and deciding how to give climate change the emphasis it requires in OSPAR’s Strategies and work programmes. OSPAR is invited to:
a. Consider ocean acidification in conjunction with climate change. 
b. Consider adopting an overarching statement to demonstrate commitment to protecting the marine environment and delivering conservation in the context of climate change and ocean acidification. This statement could become a Ministerial Declaration in 2010.
c. Consider developing a new Thematic Strategy on climate change and ocean acidification.

d. Consider establishing a Committee under the OSPAR Commission to implement and co-ordinate the Strategy and work products across existing Committees.
e. Consider that each Committee further reviews their Work Programmes to incorporate pro-active actions of most relevance to climate change and ocean acidification within their areas of remit.
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