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Reducing the Risk
Measures to prevent shipping disasters
EU Member States should:

- undertake risk assessment of European seas believed to be particularly sensitive and vulnerable to shipping activities, designate such sites through the International Maritime Organization as Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas, and introduce and enforce strict regulations tailored for individual sites, such as identifying areas to be avoided or recommended routes, requiring experienced pilots on board when ships have to pass through these areas, requiring a tug escort in particularly vulnerable areas, or requiring mandatory reporting systems as ships transit sensitive areas;

- consider an immediate ban of single-hull oil-tankers within PSSAs; 

- consider the opportunity for concerted action within IMO to speed-up the ban on single hull tankers before 2015;

- make maximum use of powers already available for action within territorial waters (12nm);

- speed-up the implementation of the Erika I and Erika II packages addressing, port state control, activities of classification societies, phasing out of single-hull vessels globally, establishing a European Agency of Maritime Safety, monitoring of traffic passing through European waters, and payment of compensation to victims of oil spills;

- review the Erika I and Erika II packages to ensure that once fully implemented they would have prevented recent tankers disasters including the Prestige, Erika and Baltic Carrier;

- take concerted action within the framework of the UN to support a fundamental change in the way the shipping industry is operated and regulated globally, through a special task force involving a multi-agency approach (International Maritime Organization, International Labour Organization and Department of  Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea) and multi-stakeholder participation, which would establish a new global agreement which would eliminate the "flag of convenience (FOCs)" system, ensure flag states meet their responsibilities under UNCLOS and strengthen port state control.  
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